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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to identify and analyze the functions of religious places
in Qazvin city during the Safavid period. To achieve this goal, descriptive-analytical
method and library resources have been used to collect data. The approach and
theoretical model of the research is based on Parsons' theory of functionalism, which
considers places of pilgrimage to have obvious and hidden functions in social,
cultural, political and economic dimensions. According to Parsons' theoretical
model, there is a dialectical relationship between activities and functions on the one
hand, and dialectical interactions between functional dimensions on the other hand,
where predetermined goals and objectives are implemented. The findings and results
of the research showed that the shrines were considered as an important part of the
identity and culture of the Shiite society of the Safavid government against the
Ottoman Turks and the Sunni Uzbeks. The city of Qazvin was chosen as the first
capital of the Safavid government due to its distance from the threat of the Ottoman

government and its location on the communication route between East and West. As
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one of the main cities of the Safavid period in terms of political and social influence,
this city led the Safavids to pay attention to the sacred and pilgrimage sites of this
city. Pilgrimage places, with their functional capacities, allowed the Safavid
government to use them to achieve their overt and hidden goals and to strengthen,

evolve and dynamize the culture of their Islamic society.

Keywords: Religious places, function, Qazvin, safaviyya.

Introduction

In formal religious gatherings, rituals are often performed in specific places (Scott
and Hall, 2003: 12). The existence of temples and shrines is considered one of the
primary necessities and grounds of religions. Sacred places, as the only authentic
religious place, provide an opportunity for humans to satisfy their sense of worship.
Religions have designated and consecrated places to meet such essential needs for
worship. Zoroastrian fire temples, Christian churches, and mosques and religious
places in Islam are examples of sacred places. Therefore, the functional necessity of
religious places in religious communities has led to the formation and development
of places of worship. The construction of religious places and their evolution
throughout history by religious leaders and rulers with the help of mass support from
the people indicates the importance of the existence of these religious places in
society. The functional level of religious symbols and places in each social group
depends on the conditions and requirements of the social environment of that group
or social organization. Depending on the purposes for which each institution or
social group uses religion, religious places also serve different functions.

One of the most important The period of Islamic Iran's history that had a
significant impact on the political, religious, social and intellectual developments of
Iran is the Safavid period. According to historical sources, the Safavids trace their
lineage to Imam Musa al -Kazim (AS) and through him to Imam Ali (AS). On the
other hand, considering the existence of a powerful competitor such as the Sunni
Ottoman government, the Safavids began to spread Shiism from the very beginning
of their rule and spared no effort in this regard and finally declared Shiism as their
official religion. Since visiting and seeking refuge in the Imams (AS) and their
deceased descendants and honoring their names and venerating their tombs are
considered manifestations and teachings of Shiism, the Safavids also paid special
attention to pilgrimage sites and tried to preserve, restore, develop and prosper them.

Therefore, throughout the history of this dynasty, religious holy places always had a
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special place among the government and the Shiite people because they were
associated with the family of Ismat and Taharat (AS). The Safavids also paid special
attention to the architecture and preservation of Imamzades and religious places in
order to achieve their political and social goals and to attract the attention of Shiites
and lovers of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), and they purchased and endowed properties for
their renovation and development, which was very effective in the spread of Shiite
popular culture. In a deeper look at this phenomenon, we can see that in fact, the
rulers paid more attention to religious holy places And the pilgrimages were to gain
legitimacy among the people and society. The city of Qazvin was chosen as the first
capital of the Safavid state due to its distance from the threat of the Ottoman
government and its location on the communication and transportation route between
the East and the West, as well as the special interest of Shah Tahmasp Safavi in this
city. In fact, the Safavid kings used pilgrimage and religious places for their own
purposes in various functions, including political, social, military, economic,
educational and artistic functions.

Materials & Methods

Given that the main goal of the present study is to describe the functions of religious
places in the Safavid period based on Parsons' functionalist approach, the descriptive
method has been chosen as the most appropriate method for data analysis. This
method allows us to accurately describe and explain these functions. In the present
study, data from primary historical sources and new research on the sociological
study of the functions of religious places in the city of Qazvin during the Safavid
period have been used. The research method is descriptive-analytical and is based on

data collection using a library method.

Discussion & Results

Parsons considers society as a complex social system that is composed of
interconnected parts. This view likens society to a living organism in which each
part has a specific function and, in interaction with other parts, contributes to the
overall functioning of the system (Parsons, 1937: 44). In this regard, maintaining the
balance and stability of the social system is of particular importance. Every social
system needs to satisfy a set of basic needs or functional requirements for its
survival and sustainability. The functionalist view emphasizes understanding the

interconnected and adaptive nature of a social system in its entirety, rather than
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reducing it to smaller parts. Also, the proper functioning of this system requires
balance and stability among its parts and a general agreement on fundamental
values. The analogy of society to a biological organism is a fundamental tenet of
functionalism.  Understanding this analogy helps wus wunderstand the
interconnectedness and interdependence of social institutions. From this perspective,
to analyze any social phenomenon, such as religious sites, we must examine its role
within the broader context of society. Parsons " Function " defines function as the
contribution that a social structure or institution makes to maintaining the social
system and meeting its needs. It is important to emphasize that functions are not
necessarily conscious goals, but rather the objective consequences of social actions
or structures. In other words, function is a set of activities that are carried out to
meet one or more needs of the system and plays a fundamental role in maintaining
the balance and compatibility of the system with the environment. The concept of "
function " In Parsons' theory, it is different from the motivations or desired
outcomes of individuals. The focus of this concept is on the systemic consequences
of social phenomena. Therefore, in analyzing the functions of religious places, one
should focus on how these places contributed to the stability and satisfaction of the
needs of Safavid society, not simply on the goals of the individuals associated with
them. (Parsons, 1937: 45).

Parsons proposes the AGIL model for analyzing social systems, according to
which, for its survival and effective functioning, every social system needs to meet
four functional requirements that are related to four subsystems: Adaptation, Goal
Attainment, Integration, and Latent Pattern Maintenance (Ritzer, 2008: 151-152;
Rosheghi, 2007: 49). Adaptation (economic system): This subsystem deals with the
provision of resources and adaptation to the environment.

Goal attainment (political system): This subsystem focuses on setting and
achieving the goals of society. (Parsons, 1937: 48) Cohesion (social system): This
subsystem deals with maintaining social order, cohesion, and solidarity. Pattern
maintenance (cultural system): This subsystem involves the transmission and
maintenance of cultural norms, values, and beliefs. These four functional tasks are
associated with four action systems: the behavioral organism, the personality
system, the cultural system, and the social system. The higher levels of this
hierarchy supervise the lower levels, and the lower levels provide the conditions and
energy needed by the higher levels. The AGIL model provides a structured
framework for analyzing the multiple functions of social institutions such as
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religious places. (Adibi and Ansari, 2004: 78). This model allows for a systematic
examination of the participation of these institutions in various dimensions of
society. Using this model, the role of religious places in the economy, politics, social
cohesion, and preservation of cultural patterns of the Safavid period can be
examined separately and at the same time in relation to each other.

Parsons's theory is also particularly applicable to the sociology of religion. From
a functionalist perspective, religion as a social institution plays an important role in
social cohesion, providing meaning and purpose to individuals' lives, and reinforcing
social norms and values. Religious institutions can also play a role in social control
and maintaining social order. The functionalist approach to religion focuses on its
effects and services to society and seeks to identify the role of religion in various
aspects of human life. From a functionalist perspective, religion is not simply a
matter of individual belief, but a social phenomenon with significant consequences
for the functioning of society. Religious beliefs and rituals often provide a shared
moral system and a sense of collective identity that are essential for social cohesion
(Parsons, 1937: 45). Therefore, an analysis of the functions of religious places in the
city of Qazvin during the Safavid period should consider their role in reinforcing
these shared values and identities. Using Parsons' AGIL model, the functions of
religious places in the city of Qazvin during the Safavid period can be analyzed
as follows:

1. Economic functions (adaptation): Religious sites in Safavid Qazvin played a
significant role in the economic system. The concept of endowments and the
expansion of endowments for the holy sites of the Imams (AS) such as Prince
Hussein (AS), Imamzadeh Ismail (AS), and the Peygramariyeh Mausoleum,
indicate the participation of these sites in the economy of the community.
These endowments contributed to the economic sustainability of these sites
and possibly supported different classes of society. Also, these sites could
provide employment opportunities for people such as trustees, servants,
scholars, and related artisans. Endowments associated with religious sites
during the Safavid period had a direct and significant economic impact,
contributing to the prosperity of these sites and possibly supporting a group of
religious officials and related staff. This suggests a direct adaptive function in
which religious sites contributed to the stability and distribution of resources
in Safavid society through their economic resources. (Debbie Rasiaqi,
1381: 112).
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2. Political functions (achieving the goal): By declaring Shiism as the official
religion of the country, the Safavid government used religious sites as a
means to achieve political goals and gain legitimacy. As symbols of Shiite
identity, these sites helped to consolidate the Safavid government against the
Sunni Ottomans. Also, pilgrimage sites had become politically a place of
refuge and refuge for politicians and government opponents, and at the same
time, under certain circumstances, they could also become a place for
religious and political rebellion and disputes. The religious sites of Qazvin
during the Safavid period were not only places of worship, but also important
political tools used by the government to legitimize power, reinforce a distinct
Shiite identity, and manage political grievances. This indicates a clear goal-
oriented function in which religious sites were strategically employed to
achieve the political goals of the Safavid state (Haji Agha Mohammadi, 1998:
67-66).

3. Social functions (cohesion): The pilgrimage sites of Qazvin had several
social functions during the Safavid era. In addition to their religious role,
these sites had become places for gatherings and concluding public
agreements. The constant presence of people in the holy sites, reciting
prayers, reading the pilgrimage book, and performing special customs and
traditions were considered as manifestations of religious role-taking and
socialization. These sites were also considered as places to demonstrate the
political and religious unity of the Shiites. Holding Shiite religious
ceremonies, especially in the months of Muharram, Safar, and Ramadan, and
the burial of elders in these sites were also considered to be other important
social aspects. Religious sites in Safavid Qazvin functioned as vital social
centers, facilitating social interactions, reinforcing religious and social
identities, and providing spaces for collective rituals and practices that

contributed to social cohesion in Safavid society. (Muntazar Qaem, 2014: 21).

4. Cultural functions (pattern maintenance): Pilgrimage sites in Qazvin
during the Safavid era also had important cultural, artistic, and educational
functions. Teaching Shiite beliefs in these religious holy sites provided the
basis for accepting Shiite teachings and strengthening religious beliefs. The
construction of schools next to these holy sites also helped to spread
knowledge. These sites were also a suitable platform for the emergence of

talents and creativity of Muslim artists and were considered as places for
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pilgrimage for foreign ambassadors, which in this way facilitated the transfer
of Shiite culture and civilization to other regions. Religious places during the
Safavid period played an important role in preserving and transmitting Shiite
culture, knowledge, and artistic traditions, and acted as centers for education,
cultural exchange, and strengthening the cultural identity of the community
(Alviri, 2005: 211).

As Parsons (1937: 49) states, function is seen as a response to the needs of a
system, and functional activities play a fundamental role in maintaining the balance
and compatibility of the system with the environment. The economic, political,
social, and cultural functions of religious places in the city of Qazvin during the
Safavid period, as analyzed in the previous section, directly contributed to meeting
the various needs of Safavid society and, as a result, helped maintain the stability
and sustainability of this social system. For example, the role of these places in
legitimizing the government (political function), creating social cohesion through
ceremonies and gatherings (social function), and transmitting Shiite values and
beliefs (cultural function) all worked to maintain the order and continuity of Safavid
society. The multiple functions of religious places in the Safavid period, as
identified through the AGIL framework, were essential to meet the basic needs of
society, thus contributing to the overall stability and balance of the Safavid social
system, as conceptualized by Parsons.

Parsons' functionalist theory, despite its great influence, has faced

numerous criticisms:

1. Being conservative and indifferent to social changes: One of the most
important criticisms of functionalism is its conservatism. This theory often
emphasizes stability and equilibrium and does not pay enough attention to the
processes of social change and may unintentionally reinforce the status quo.
Focusing on the functions that maintain the system can lead to ignoring
dysfunctions and sources of social change. This view implicitly considers
change to be always slow and gradual and never disrupts the equilibrium of
the system, while this is not always true. Parsons' emphasis on social
equilibrium and the functions that maintain it has been criticized for its
inability to explain or take into account social changes and developments, as
well as its tendency to maintain the status quo (Ritzer, 2008: 151). In the

context of the religious sites of Qazvin during the Safavid period, a purely
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functionalist approach may not properly explain the periods of chaos or

change associated with these sites.

2. Insufficient attention to social conflicts and power dynamics: Another
criticism of functionalism is the lack of sufficient attention to the role of
power, inequality, and conflict in the formation of social structures and
institutions. The emphasis on shared values and consensus can obscure the
reality of conflicting interests and social struggles. Structural functionalists
view conflict as necessarily destructive. This view does not address the
diversity and conflict of interests in society. Parsons’s theory, due to its
emphasis on consensus and shared values, often ignores the important role of
social contradictions, power inequalities, and conflicting interests in the
formation of institutions such as religious sites (Adibi and Ansari, 2004: 78).
While religious sites may have contributed to social cohesion, they could also
have been arenas for conflict or reflections of existing power structures in

Safavid society.

3. Ambiguity and challenges in operationalizing the concept of " function ":
The concept of " function " In Parsons' theory, it can be vague and difficult to
define and measure empirically. Determining which functions are essential to
the survival of a social system and which are merely incidental can be
challenging. From a methodological perspective, key concepts such as
structure, function, and social system are often vague and ill-defined. The
abstract nature of the concept of " function " In Parsons' theory, this can make
its empirical application difficult and make it difficult to determine the
necessity of specific functions for the survival of the Safavid social system.
The concept of " need " In this context, it can be subjective and difficult to
operationalize (Rosheghi, 1997: 49).

4. Historical and contextual limitations: The application of a general
theoretical framework such as Parsons' functionalism to a specific historical
context such as the Safavid period, with its unique social, political, and
religious dynamics, can have its limitations. Parsons' theory, developed
largely in the context of modern Western societies, may not fully grasp the
subtleties of premodern and religiously-oriented societies. Conventional
functionalism carries with it the cultural and social conditions of its own
birthplace, which has seriously hampered its effectiveness in societies that are

culturally and socially different from it. Parsons's functionalist theory,
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developed in a specific historical and cultural context, may have limitations
when applied to the analysis of religious sites in the Safavid period, which are

socially, politically, and religiously different from that context.

Therefore, Parsons' functionalist theory is considered a valuable framework for
analyzing the multifaceted role of religious sites in Qazvin during the Safavid
period. By emphasizing the economic, political, social, and cultural functions of
these sites, this theory provides an opportunity to understand how they contributed
to the maintenance and stability of the Safavid social system.

Conclusion

The present study was written by sociologically examining the functions of religious
places in Qazvin during the Safavid period, in order to answer the question raised at
the beginning of the research using Parsons' theoretical model of functionalism.
Based on Parsons' theoretical model, there is a dialectical or reciprocal relationship
between activities and functions on the one hand and dialectical interactions
between functional dimensions on the other hand, which implements predetermined
purposes and goals. Considering what was raised, the answer and final result
regarding this question can be stated as follows:

1. With the formation of the Safavid government and the declaration of Shiism
as the official religion of the country, a relative political and religious
independence was created for the Safavids, which placed them in serious
confrontation with the Sunni Ottomans. Therefore, the Safavids focused their
greatest attention on the development and prosperity of the manifestations of
Shiite civilization, namely shrines. In Qazvin, as the capital of the Safavids,
this attention also increased, paving the way for the spread of Shiism in
this city.

2. having political capacities, allowed the Safavid kings and rulers to use them to
gain legitimacy and political acceptance, thus ensuring the continuation of the
Safavid rule against enemies and opponents of the government. In other
respects, pilgrimage sites had become a place for political leaders and
opponents of the government to settle down and seek refuge. Also, the need to
protect the sanctity of the Imams (a.s.) as one of the most important and
prominent Shiite symbols ensured that criminals and government opponents

were kept safe, although in exceptional cases this was not observed and
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people were killed on the orders of the Shah. In addition, in political fields,
the outbreak of war was another important function of pilgrimage sites, which
in certain circumstances, by changing strategy, became a place for the
opposition to revolt. Government and creating disputes Religion and S.S.I.
Between sects and factions Miscellaneous People They had been transformed;
and in general, during this historical period, shrines had a political life, which
indicated the growth and special importance of shrines among the Safavids

and the people, who used them to achieve their personal goals and ideals.

3. Socially, many functions were also seen in relation to the pilgrimage sites of
Qazvin during the Safavid era. In essence, the shrines In addition to their
religious role, they also had a social aspect and became a suitable place for
gatherings and concluding public agreements. The constant presence of
people in holy places, reciting prayers, reading the pilgrimage book and
performing the special customs and traditions of those dignitaries were
considered as one of the main and secondary manifestations of religious role-
playing and socialization that took place in these holy places. These holy
places were also considered as a place to demonstrate the political and
religious unity of the Shiites. Other social aspects of pilgrimage places include
holding Shiite religious ceremonies. Especially in the months of Muharram,
Safar, and Ramadan, etc. he pointed out that this is the main characteristic of
the Safavid government compared to other governments. Another social
function of religious places is the discussion Burial and How? Holding
Ceremony Mourning and To trust To put Corpses Kings, Elders, artists and...
In the grave It is the descendants of Imams (a.s.), which shows the great
importance of soil. The blessed descendants of the Imams (a.s.) were in the

presence of kings and Shiites.

4. Gaining social status through the descendants of Imams is another of the most
important The social functions of pilgrimage sites are discussed in the Safavid
era. Also, since the shrines As one of the most original and important They
were considered Shiite symbols, so the Safavid kings paid special attention to
these places and, in line with their religious policies, honored the servants and
guardians of the Imamzadeh, thereby increasing their social status. This also
created deep connections between the guardians of the Imamzadeh (AS) and
the Safavid kings. In addition, many endowments were made to the shrines.

The blessed descendants of Imams (AS) in Qazvin, including Prince Hussein
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(AS), Imamzadeh of Ismail (AS), The Prophet 's Tomb and ... were added.
This expansion of endowments The holy sites had a significant impact on
social and economic issues, and led to the prosperity of shrines, greater
communication between people, and the attention of kings to these sacred

religious sites.

5. Another important function of pilgrimage sites in Qazvin during the Safavid
era was cultural, artistic and educational. Teaching Shiite beliefs in these
religious holy places led to the acceptance of Shiite teachings and the
strengthening of religious beliefs. Also, sometimes schools were built next to
these holy sites. In fact, with the educational role of pilgrimage sites, people,
in addition to visiting the descendants of the Infallibles (AS), also turned to
education and became more familiar with Shiite teachings. Also The holy
shrines of the Imams (AS) have always been a suitable platform for the
emergence of the talents and creativity of Muslim artists in various Islamic
periods. In this way, their Shiite beliefs, goals, and ideas were introduced to

the world, and Qazvin was no exception in this regard.

6. In addition, during the Safavid period, the holy sites of the Imams (a.s.) were
used as places for pilgrimage. They were considered foreign ambassadors. By
visiting the place and recounting their observations, the flow of transferring
Shiite culture and civilization to other regions and lands was easily carried
out. In addition to its religious and political importance, this issue also had an
impact on the social aspect and caused these shrines to be recognized as the

cultural and tourist hub of Islamic Iran.

Therefore, it must be acknowledged that the pilgrimage sites of Qazvin, in
addition to having religious functions, also had political and social functions, which
This factor itself indicated the high importance of the Imamzadeh (AS) to the
Safavid kings and rulers as a symbol of Shiite culture and civilization, which was
also considered one of the most important areas of cultural, religious, political and
social distinction with the Ottomans. This factor also indicated the deep connection
of the shrines with the political and social issues of that era, which the Safavid kings
had understood well and therefore used most of their capital to expand the shrines of
the Imamzadeh (AS), thus establishing and strengthening their foundations against

government opponents.
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