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Abstract 

One of the critical challenges facing higher education in Iran is the lack of an 

effective linkage between knowledge producers and policymakers, resulting in 

inherent contradictions within university cultural policies. This study systematically 

examines these contradictions, classifying them into theoretical contradictions 

(inconsistencies within policy documents) and functional contradictions 

(misalignment between policies and the core functions of universities). The findings 

indicate that these contradictions significantly undermine the efficacy of cultural 

policies, emphasizing the urgent need for a strategic revision in higher education 

cultural policymaking. 
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Introduction 

Universities, as fundamental cultural and scientific institutions, play a pivotal role in 

societal development. However, cultural policymaking within Iran’s higher 

education system is fraught with challenges, many of which stem from conflicting 

policy directives and misaligned objectives. This study critically analyzes these 

challenges and the contradictions embedded within university cultural policies. 

 

Materials & Methods 

This research employs thematic analysis to systematically review higher education 

cultural policy documents and identify embedded contradictions. Data were sourced 

from key policy frameworks, including the 1404 Vision Document, National 

Scientific Roadmap, and National Cultural Engineering Plan. 
 

Discussion & Results 

Theoretical Contradictions 

1. Intra-document contradictions: Certain policy clauses contain conflicting 

definitions and objectives, such as the integration of Islamic and Iranian 

values without a well-defined conceptual framework. 

2. Inter-document contradictions: Policy provisions in one document often 

contradict those in others, exemplified by the tension between centralized 

policymaking and decentralized implementation. 

Functional Contradictions 

1. Misalignment with student needs: Cultural policies fail to address the evolving 

needs and priorities of students, resulting in decreased policy effectiveness. 

2. Discrepancy with the academic identity: Policies predominantly emphasize 

value-driven character formation at the expense of cultivating critical thinking 

and academic creativity. 

3. Incoherence between policy goals and implementation mechanisms: The 

instruments designed to achieve cultural objectives lack operational feasibility 

and are often incongruent with the structural realities of universities. 
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Conclusion 

The analysis of higher education cultural policies underscores that both theoretical 

and functional contradictions significantly diminish their practical impact. To 

enhance policy efficacy, cultural policymaking must be realigned with the authentic 

needs of academia and the fundamental mission of universities. Additionally, 

addressing inconsistencies within and across policy documents is imperative for 

ensuring a more integrated and transparent cultural policy framework. 
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