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Abstract 

Philosophy of Culture, as a branch of contemporary philosophy and a major 

interdisciplinary field within the social sciences and humanities, examines the 

nature, structure, and dynamics of culture. In recent decades, profound and complex 

transformations in technology and emerging forms of knowledge have led to 

fundamentally new interpretations of culture and the spiritual and symbolic 

dimensions of human life. These transformations extend beyond changes in external 

institutions and social structures and reach culture itself as a core internal dimension 

of human existence, endowing it with meanings distinct from those of the past.  

Adopting an analytical–critical approach, this article investigates the concept of 

culture from a philosophical perspective, engaging with classical and contemporary 

theories as well as the challenges confronting this field. Numerous theorists in the 

social sciences and humanities have responded to these fundamental shifts. By 

selecting representative perspectives, the article demonstrates how philosophers and 

thinkers have conceptualized culture as a symbolic system that contributes to the 

formation of individual and collective identity. Finally, the article briefly examines 

the impact of phenomena such as globalization, multiculturalism, and new digital 

technologies on the development of philosophy of culture. 
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Introduction 

Philosophy of Culture, as an interdisciplinary field within contemporary humanities 

and social sciences, examines the nature, structure, and dynamics of culture as a 

fundamental dimension of human existence. Recent transformations in technology, 

globalization, and digital communication have significantly altered cultural life and 

reshaped the ways individuals and societies construct meaning, identity, and social 

relations. These developments have generated new philosophical questions concerning 

the relationship between culture, rationality, power, and technological change.  
The conceptual roots of culture can be traced to two distinct intellectual 

traditions: the Greek concept of paideia and the Latin concept of cultura. In Greek 

thought, paideia referred to the ethical and intellectual formation of the individual 

through education, dialogue, and participation in civic life. It emphasized virtue, 

self-cultivation, and the realization of human potential within the polis. By contrast, 

the Latin cultura, derived from colere (“to cultivate” or “to preserve”), stressed 

continuity, order, and fidelity to social and political structures. These contrasting 

traditions reveal different conceptions of humanity, education, and social 

organization. The article also briefly addresses the semantic development of the 

Persian term farhang, which historically conveyed meanings associated with 

elevation, refinement, and intellectual cultivation. 
 

Materials & Methods 

This study employs an analytical–critical methodology grounded in conceptual and 

comparative analysis. The research draws upon major philosophical and cultural 

theories from both classical and contemporary traditions, including the works of 

Plato, Aristotle, Cassirer, Dilthey, Geertz, Stuart Hall, the Frankfurt School, and 

Habermas. The article examines culture not merely as a collection of customs and 

practices, but as a symbolic and interpretive framework through which human 

beings understand themselves and their world.  
The analysis proceeds through a comparative examination of symbolic, 

hermeneutic, critical, and postmodern approaches to culture. Particular attention is 

given to the relationship between culture and concepts such as meaning, identity, 

rationality, ideology, and power. The study also evaluates the implications of 

emerging technologies, especially artificial intelligence, for the future of cultural 

production and interpretation. 
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Discussion & Result 

One of the central approaches examined in the article is Ernst Cassirer’s philosophy 

of symbolic forms. Cassirer defines the human being as an animal symbolicum 

whose existence is mediated through systems of symbols such as language, myth, 

religion, art, and science. From this perspective, culture functions as a symbolic 

structure that shapes human understanding and experience. Although Cassirer’s 

theory highlights the creative and constructive dimensions of culture, critics argue 

that it pays insufficient attention to social conflict, political institutions, and 

economic power in the formation of cultural systems. 
A different perspective emerges in the interpretive anthropology of Clifford 

Geertz, who conceptualizes culture as “webs of significance” created by human 

beings themselves. According to Geertz, cultural analysis is fundamentally 

interpretive rather than explanatory. His method of “thick description” seeks to 

uncover the layers of meaning embedded within social practices and symbolic 

actions. Nevertheless, this approach has been criticized for underestimating the 

influence of ideology and power relations in shaping cultural meanings. 
Critical theories of culture are represented by Stuart Hall and the Frankfurt 

School. Hall views culture as a field of struggle over meaning shaped by 

representation, ideology, and hegemony. His encoding/decoding model 

demonstrates that audiences actively interpret media messages through dominant, 

negotiated, or oppositional readings. 
Similarly, Adorno and Horkheimer developed the concept of the “culture 

industry” to explain how modern capitalist societies commodify culture through 

standardization and mass production. In their analysis, modern media systems 

encourage conformity, passive consumption, and pseudo-individuality. Walter 

Benjamin further argued that technological reproduction transforms the nature of art 

and alters human perception by diminishing the “aura” of the artwork. 
The article also discusses Wilhelm Dilthey’s contribution to philosophy of 

culture. Dilthey understood culture as the historical objectification of lived 

experience within what he termed “objective spirit.” Rejecting positivist approaches, 

he argued that culture must be understood through hermeneutic interpretation 

(Verstehen) rather than causal explanation alone. His emphasis on historical 

consciousness and lived experience became foundational for later developments in 

hermeneutics and interpretive social theory. In a more critical framework, Jürgen 

Habermas argued that modern societies are increasingly dominated by instrumental 
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rationality, resulting in the “colonization of the lifeworld” by economic and 

bureaucratic systems and the weakening of authentic cultural communication. 
The final part of the discussion examines the impact of artificial intelligence and 

digital technologies on contemporary culture. AI has transformed the production, 

circulation, and consumption of cultural forms and has raised fundamental 

philosophical questions concerning creativity, authorship, authenticity, and 

intellectual property. The growing use of AI-generated texts, images, and artistic 

productions challenges traditional distinctions between human and machine 

creativity. At the same time, digital technologies may contribute to cultural 

homogenization and weaken local forms of identity and historical memory. 
In addition, the expansion of digital technologies is reshaping educational 

systems and transforming traditional relations between institutions, teachers, and 

learners. Increasing access to digital networks shifts learning processes from 

institutional settings toward individualized and technologically mediated forms of 

education. These transformations raise significant concerns regarding cultural 

authority, social control, and the future of collective cultural formation. 
 

Conclusion 

The article concludes that contemporary philosophy of culture encompasses a wide 

range of competing perspectives, from symbolic and hermeneutic approaches to 

critical and postmodern theories. Each approach illuminates important dimensions of 

cultural life while remaining limited in other respects. Contemporary cultural 

transformations driven by globalization, digital communication, and artificial 

intelligence cannot be fully explained through a single theoretical framework. 
The future of culture should therefore be understood as a dynamic and contested 

process shaped by symbolic systems, technological developments, historical 

memory, and relations of power. A contemporary philosophy of culture requires an 

interdisciplinary perspective capable of integrating questions of meaning, identity, 

technology, and social transformation. In this sense, philosophy of culture remains 

an essential field for understanding the changing conditions of human existence in 

the digital and global age. 
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