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Abstract

In this research, the authors have delved into various studies centered on women in the
*Shahnameh*. They analyzed approximately 370 articles, 170 treatises and theses, and
36 book titles related to women's studies within the *Shahnameh* from 1300 to 1400.
Their goal was to present statistical data in the form of tables and graphs, illustrating the
number of research projects conducted over the years, the increasing interest in this
field, the most prominent stories about women in the *Shahnameh*, and the gender
distribution among researchers.

Several factors have contributed to this growing trend, including the rising
enrollment of girls in universities and the tripling of female faculty members
nationwide. As a result, there has been a significant increase in interest in critiquing and
analyzing the narratives surrounding women in the *Shahnameh* since 1880.
Noteworthy characters such as Soudabeh, Rudabeh, Manijeh, GardAfrid, Tehmineh,
Shirin, Sandakht, and Gardiyeh have attracted considerable research attention, with a
greater number of female researchers compared to their male counterparts.

The primary research categories encompass general studies on women, natural

research, comparative analyses, and various theoretical frameworks, including feminist,
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psychological, and social perspectives, along with theories of love derived from these

theoretical explorations in the main research.

Keywords: women of Shahnameh, analysis, literary research, gender of researchers,

approaches.

Introduction

In this research, the primary focus is on the depiction of women in the epic Shahnameh,
by studying Shahnameh, we can understand the evolving status of women in Iranian
society from ancient times to the era of the poet.

In recent years, there has been a noticeable surge in literary studies focusing on
Shahnameh. This increase can be attributed to the growth of universities, scientific
institutions, and postgraduate programs, as well as to the expanding access to education
for women. Additionally, the rising literacy rates among women, their active
participation in higher education, and the advocacy efforts of women's rights
movements have bolstered an increased interest and research in the portrayal of women

in Shahnameh.

Materials & Methods

In the present study, a descriptive-analytical methodology was employed to examine the
qualitative content of research pertaining to the women depicted in Shahnameh during
the period from 1300 to 1400. The qualitative content was analyzed using a quantitative
method which involved the conversion of statistical data into qualitative data. A
comprehensive review of 390 articles, 36 books, and 170 theses and treatises related to
the women of Shahnameh was conducted. The research findings were presented in the
form of columns and pie charts. The examined sources included scientific research
articles, periodicals, conferences and journals, books, theses and treatises. Furthermore,
the analysis encompassed the categorization of researchers based on gender, the primary
and secondary research approaches, and the exploration of popular stories of women in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

Discussion & Result

According to data from charts 1, 2, and 3, there has been a notable increase in research
papers focusing on women in Shahnameh since the late eighties. This growth can be
attributed to the growing political and social activism surrounding women's issues, as
well as the increased literary research, including articles, theses, and treatises, centered
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on women. In Figures 4 and 5, the percentage breakdown of researchers studying
female characters in Shahnameh is depicted based on gender across articles, books,
theses, and treatises. Females have surpassed males in authoring treatises and theses.
Figures 6 and 7 present the primary sources of research, including general, applied,
comparative, and theoretical studies. These figures demonstrate that general research
received the most attention, while rhetoric received the least. General studies of women
in Shahnameh encompass research on their characteristics, self-care, mourning,
marriages, falling in love and jealousy, malice and jealousy, concubines, maidservants,
etc.

Comparative studies often examine the characteristics of characters from
Shahnameh stories, such as love, bravery, wisdom, and rationality, and compare them to
characters from non-Iranian epic stories. This type of research involves analyzing the
stories and characters based on their origins and their influence on each other. However,
some researchers have focused solely on comparing the stories or characters without
exploring their historical roots and mutual influences.

In our comprehensive research on women, we identified the impact of ancient
feminist beliefs on the portrayal of women in the Shahnameh. The majority of these
women were associated with qualities such as beauty, wisdom, loyalty, and courage,
while a smaller group were described as lacking in virtue, displaying shamelessness and
betrayal. Chart No. 8 details the number and percentage of sub-approaches explored in
our research. The secondary approach, rooted in theoretical research, encompasses
feminist, psychological, and sociological perspectives, along with theoretical
discussions of various scholars and theorists.

In chart number 9, a review of the most popular stories of women in Shahnameh
studies was conducted. The stories of Sudabah, Rudabah, Manijeh, GordAfrid,
Tahmineh, Shirin, Sindokht, and Gordiye have received the most attention, respectively.
The remaining female characters in Shahnameh, such as Arnawaz and Shahrnaz, the
daughters of the Yemeni king, Farangis, and Faranak, have all received relatively little

research.

conclusion

Ultimately, the findings of the current research suggest that there is no specific pattern
indicating a clear and dominant direction of research in the field.
For the past 40-50 years, the status of women's research in Iran has been uncertain

due to societal fluctuations. However, in recent years, there has been a positive trend in
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quantitative research on women. There has been limited discussion on qualitative
content analysis and categorization of topics at various levels. Conducting research in
this field will facilitate access to previous research approaches and subjects in the
context of women in the Shahnameh, reducing repetition and enabling fundamental
changes in women's studies. To optimize women's research in Iranian society, it is
essential to implement and document the process of evaluating research with a

comprehensive classification that encompasses all aspects of research.
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