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Abstract

Justice and crime are two key concepts in legal sociology. The enforcement of
multiple criminal sentences in society, from the perspective of legal sociology, is of
great importance with the aim of establishing justice, preventing crime, and
increasing public safety. By imposing proportionate punishments for each crime,
justice is established in society and the repetition of crimes by offenders is
prevented. This leads to increased public safety and, by creating deterrence, prevents
new crimes from occurring. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on library resources and legal documents, has examined the issue of multiple
offenses and the execution of multiple criminal sentences. This article seeks to
examine and analyze the concept of multiple offenses in Iranian law and to explain
the requirements and challenges of implementing Article 510 of the Criminal
Procedure Code regarding the consolidation of criminal sentences. The findings of
the present research show that the implementation of Article 510 of the Criminal
Procedure Code and the consolidation of criminal sentences face challenges and

ambiguities. Among these challenges, we can mention the lack of determination
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regarding the institutions of mitigation of punishment and appeal against the issued

verdict.

Keywords: Legal Sociology, Execution of Sentences, Crime, Multiple Crimes,

Material Multiplicity.

Introduction

In the realm of society, the occurrence of multiple crimes committed by a single
individual is an anticipated and probable phenomenon. This can stem from a
multitude of factors. For instance, adverse social and economic conditions can
propel an individual towards criminal behaviour. Additionally, psychological and
personality disorders can also contribute to the recurrence of criminal acts.
Furthermore, the shortcomings of rehabilitation systems and the lack of adequate
education provided to offenders can heighten the likelihood of recidivism. In
instances where an individual perpetrates multiple offenses, the judicial system
issues a separate criminal sentence for each of these crimes. This translates to the
issuance of multiple sentences for a single individual, which can encompass various
punishments such as imprisonment, fines, flogging, etc., depending on the nature
and severity of the crimes. However, in certain cases, the legislature has provided
for the consolidation of sentences to prevent excessive punishment and the violation
of the defendant's rights.

Materials & Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on library resources
and legal documents to investigate the subject of plurality of crimes and the

execution of multiple criminal sentences.

Discussion & Results

This research delves into the complexities of implementing multiple criminal
sentences within the framework of Iranian law, focusing on Article 510 of the
Criminal Procedure Code. The study highlights that the implementation of this
article, which allows for the consolidation of multiple criminal sentences, encounters
various challenges and ambiguities. One of the major challenges lies in the lack of
clarity regarding sentence reduction mechanisms and the right to appeal against the
verdict issued under Article 510. The absence of specific provisions addressing these

aspects creates uncertainty and potential injustice for the convicted individuals.
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Additionally, the study identifies limitations imposed on the consolidating authority
in terms of delving into the nature of the crime and the inability to acquit the
accused as further challenges in the implementation of this article. The research also
underscores the significance of understanding the concept of plurality of crimes and
its various types within the Iranian legal system. It explores the distinctions between
material plurality, moral plurality, and plurality of criminal results, emphasizing the
importance of accurate classification for appropriate sentencing. Furthermore, the
study provides a comprehensive overview of the legislative history of plurality of
crimes in Iran, tracing the evolution of legal provisions from the early 20th century
to the present day. It analyses the impact of various legal reforms and amendments
on the treatment of multiple offenses, highlighting the ongoing efforts to refine and
improve the legal framework. In conclusion, this research sheds light on the
complexities and challenges associated with the implementation of multiple criminal
sentences in Iran. It calls for addressing the identified ambiguities and limitations in
Article 510 to ensure fairness, efficiency, and adherence to the principles of justice

in the criminal justice system

Conclusion

In conclusion, this research sheds light on the significance of Article 510 of the
Criminal Procedure Code in addressing the complexities of executing multiple
criminal sentences in Iran. It highlights the article's crucial role in promoting judicial
efficiency, ensuring fairness in sentencing, and contributing to crime prevention
efforts. By enabling the consolidation of multiple convictions and the imposition of
a single, proportionate sentence, Article 510 serves as a valuable tool in upholding
the principles of justice and facilitating the rehabilitation of offenders. However, the
study also underscores the need for further clarification and refinement of Article
510 to address existing ambiguities and challenges. Issues such as the lack of
provisions for sentence reduction and the right to appeal, as well as the limitations
on the consolidating authority's jurisdiction, require careful consideration and
potential legislative amendments. By addressing these concerns, the Iranian legal
system can enhance the effectiveness and fairness of its approach to multiple

criminal sentences, ultimately contributing to a more just and equitable society.
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