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Abstract

This study explores the lived experiences of Afghan female students attending
universities in Tehran and Qom, Iran, with a focus on their social, cultural, and
academic encounters. Utilizing a phenomenological approach and narrative methods,
including observations and interviews, the research investigates the experiences of 30
Afghan female graduate students selected through theoretical sampling. Analysis of the
narratives derived from these interviews, documented using text analysis methods,
suggests that the students' experiences are characterized by more attractions than
repulsions. The study highlights the central theme of "sense of security" that emerged
from participants' narratives, underscoring its importance for identity expression,

opportunities for change, and their presence within the Iranian higher education system.
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Introduction

This study explores the lived experiences of Afghan female students pursuing post-
graduate education in Tehran and Qom universities, investigating their navigation of the
social and cultural challenges they encounter. Building upon the limited existing
literature on this population, the study employs a phenomenological approach to analyze

the narratives of 30 Afghan female students, selected through theoretical sampling.

Materials & Methods

By applying Paul Gee's text analysis method, this study reveals seven key themes in the
participants' experiences: 1. Perceived policies of repulsion from the host country. 2.
Balancing relationships with others in a foreign environment. 3. Establishing
satisfactory relationships with objects within the university context. 4. experiences of
acceptance and belonging in participants' narratives.

5. Constructing a de-accusation identity in participants' narratives. 6. The act of
striving for freedom in participants' narratives. 7. A sense of security and space for

change in participants' narratives.

Discussion & Result

This study contributes to the literature on Afghan female students' experiences in
Iranian universities by providing a deeper understanding of their unique challenges and
opportunities. Further research is necessary to continue exploring this population's
experiences and to inform policies that support their educational pursuits and overall
well-being.

Conclusion

Findings indicate that, despite facing cultural and social obstacles, Afghan female
students perceive their university experiences as an opportunity for acceptance,
satisfaction, and personal growth. The university environment offers a platform for
identity expression, authentic learning, and transformative experiences that positively
influence their perspectives and academic performance.
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