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Abstract 

Feminist thinkers have created new theological systems by drawing a different 

image of God. With regard to the formation of feminist currents of thought among 

Muslims, this research examines the "image of God" in the thought of "Amina 

Wadud".The purpose of this research is to critically examine some foundations of 

Islamic feminist theology. According to wadud, traditional theology has created the 

concept of "male God" due to being caught in "linguistic" limitations; But the 

monotheistic hermeneutic interpretation method, by dressing the revelation of 

linguistic limitations, goes beyond the image of the male God and considers God 

with "feminine and masculine attributes".This concept also suggests "reciprocal 

relations" and "monotheistic paradigm" regarding the two adjectives "monotheism" 

and "justice". Based on the findings of the research, wadud's point of view is faced 

with criticisms such as violation of divine perfection, dualism of essence and 

attributes, dualism of the divine essence, pantheism, etc. The method of this research 

is descriptive and analytical, with a critical approach. 
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Introduction 

"Feminism" is one of the intellectual movements of the West, which was initially a 

social movement centered on the defense of women's rights, but gradually entered 

other fields. The introduction of feminism into the field of theology is referred to as 

"feminist theology". There are many disagreements about what feminist theology is, 

and part of it is due to the theoretical diversity of the schools that are formulated 

under feminist theology. However, "breaking the monopoly of male narratives of 

religion and striving for influential female narratives in religion" can be considered 

as the common core of many feminist theological schools. Feminist theology tries to 

reread traditional theology with a focus on women's perspective and rethink the 

three main concepts of a theological system, namely "God", "human" and "world". 

A different idea of each of these three can lead to a different theological system.  

The focus of this article is to examine the "image of God" in the works of Amina 

wadud. She came to Islam from Protestant Christianity and in her most famous work 

"Quran and Woman", she tried to reread the Quran from a woman's perspective. So 

far, various issues have been mentioned in the criticism of wadod's opinions. But the 

fundamental issue that has been overlooked by the critics is the concept of God, 

which has led to her different understanding of the religion of Islam and the Qur'an. 

In the feminine theology, the doctrine of God is presented in the sense that in 

traditional theology, "male face" is narrated from God and God has been confiscated 

for the benefit of the male sex. Therefore, the female sex is considered "second sex" 

and "inferior". Feminist theology seeks to correct this doctrine; Therefore, a wide 

range of approaches have been born that try to challenge the traditional concept of 

God in the first step and in the second step to create another concept of God that, if 

not "feminine" in an extreme interpretation, at least combines male and female 

aspects or be fundamentally transsexual. Limitation of other concepts such as 

"sacred text", "monotheism", "polytheism" etc. largely depends on the image of 

God. The present study examines the opinion of wadud as a theological system 

centered on the basic pillar of "God". 
 

Materials and Methods 

The present research is a research, theoretical and its method is analytical-critical. 

The research approach is also qualitative; Qualitative research requires identifying 

sources related to the research topic, studying texts, understanding the meaning of 

the text and extracting the desired content from these sources, establishing a 
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relationship between the content and describing and analyzing and criticizing them, 

and discussing and concluding the collected information. 
 

Discussion and Results 

According to Wadud, although the feminine pronoun is not used in the Qur'an to 

refer to God; But this should not lead to prejudice about the male aspects of 

"Allah;" because the literal meaning is discarded through interpretation. However, 

many Muslims translate the masculine pronoun in its literal sense. If we use the 

pronoun "He" without fear about God who is not male, then we should be able to use 

the pronoun "She" without fear about God who is not female; While this is not the 

case and due to the existence of the image of a male God, the male pronoun is 

always used when referring to God. Pronoun is just a kind of indicator and function 

of language, and its use does not mean to express the quality and truth of divine 

nature or to express gender policies. Wadud divides divine attributes into 

"masculine" and "feminine" and considers masculine attributes as "glory attributes" 

and feminine attributes as "beauty attributes". She considers the root of "Rahim" and 

"Rahman" to be "Rahem" and tries to find a connection between "God" and the 

womb, which is a sign of femininity. According to wadud, the male-dominated 

system has caused injustice against women and polytheism by denying feminine 

attributes, so to return to monotheism and justice, one must put aside the image of a 

male God and believe in a God with feminine and masculine attributes. In wadud's 

criticism, it can be said that she has a double standard in the meaning of justice and 

her ideas have led to the imperfection of divine perfection, pantheism, etc. 

 

Conclusion 

wadud considers God's essence to be unknowable and believes that knowing God is 

possible through attributes. She faces the image of God from a feminine perspective 

and introduces a dynamic image of God. In the sense that knowing God is not a 

mere intellectual knowledge; rather, a Muslim should establish an active relationship 

with God's attributes and see its results in improving his personal and social life. 

From her point of view, God has two categories of attributes "beauty" and "glory" 

and human beings should connect with the attributes of God's beauty more than 

anything else and manifest these types of attributes in themselves. Although Wadud 

associates her idea with Islamic documents, her image of God is very similar to the 

image of Christian feminists, but it is often associated with more veiling and 

caution. It seems that wadud has not been able to establish the necessary 
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compatibility between her feminist views and the Quranic approach in the 

discussion of God. And therefore sometimes she is ambiguous in her words; For 

example, while considering God as transsexual, she describes him with gender 

attributes. Although she (the woman) tries to justify her ideas for narrative reasons 

with interpretative methods; however, both these interpretation methods and the 

resulting results are faced with numerous criticisms, such as violating the divine 

perfection, dualism of the essence and attributes, considering the divine essence to 

be multifaceted, pantheism, etc. 
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