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Abstract 

University regulation is a fundamental pillar of higher education management, 

aimed at ensuring educational quality, equitable access, and enhancing the efficiency 

of universities. In this context, Boards of Trustees, as the highest decision-making 

bodies within universities, are responsible for establishing overarching policies and 

overseeing their implementation. This article provides a comparative analysis of the 

principles governing university regulation in five selected countries (the United 

States of America, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and Germany) and Iran’s 

legal system. The findings indicate that in the selected countries, principles such as 

institutional autonomy, transparency, accountability, participation, and efficiency 

play a crucial role in strengthening the position of Boards of Trustees and improving 

university performance. These countries achieve a balanced relationship between 

university autonomy and government oversight through independent supervisory 

structures and enhanced transparency. In contrast, in Iran, Boards of Trustees face 

challenges such as financial dependency on the government, centralization, the 

appointment-based selection of members, and weak specialized oversight. These 
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issues undermine the autonomy of universities and the effective role of Boards of 

Trustees. To strengthen these bodies, recommendations such as increasing financial 

independence, revising the member appointment process, and improving the 

supervisory system are proposed. 

Keywords: Academic efficiency, Academic independence, Academic regulation, 

Board of trustees, Financial independence, Transparency. 
 

Introduction  

University regulation is a cornerstone of higher education management, designed to 

ensure quality education, equitable access, and institutional efficiency. University 

Boards of Trustees, as the highest decision-making bodies, play a crucial role in 

policy-making and oversight. This paper provides a comparative analysis of 

university regulation principles in selected countries (United States, United 

Kingdom, France, Italy, Germany) and Iran's legal framework. Findings reveal that 

key principles such as institutional autonomy, transparency, accountability, 

participation, and efficiency strengthen university governance in selected countries. 

Conversely, Iran faces challenges like financial dependence on the government, 

centralized decision-making, and insufficient oversight, undermining university 

autonomy and effectiveness. 
 

Materials & Methods  

The study employs a comparative legal analysis, examining university governance 

structures in selected countries and Iran. Primary and secondary data were collected from 

legal texts, academic literature, and case studies. Emphasis was placed on identifying 

principles of governance, institutional autonomy, and regulatory frameworks to highlight 

similarities, differences, and implications for policy improvement. 
 

Discussion & Results  

The comparative study revealed significant differences in university regulation. 

Selected countries prioritize institutional autonomy, transparency, and participatory 

decision-making, enabling universities to function effectively and independently. For 

instance, the United States and the United Kingdom grant extensive financial and 

operational autonomy to their Boards of Trustees, ensuring accountability through 

stringent oversight mechanisms. France and Italy adopt a semi-autonomous approach, 

balancing state control and university self-governance. Germany's federal structure 
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allows regional adaptation while upholding national standards. In contrast, Iranian 

university governance is hindered by centralized decision-making, government 

dependency, and politically influenced appointments. These challenges restrict the 

autonomy and strategic capabilities of Boards of Trustees. Moreover, the absence of 

specialized oversight weakens the regulatory impact, limiting advancements in global 

competitiveness and quality assurance. Addressing these issues through structural 

reforms could enhance the effectiveness of Iran's higher education system. 
 

Conclusion  

University regulation is integral to fostering innovation, equity, and excellence in 

higher education. Boards of Trustees play a pivotal role in aligning institutional 

goals with legal and societal expectations. The study highlights the superiority of 

governance models in selected countries, where autonomy, transparency, 

accountability, and participatory governance underpin robust university systems. 

These principles enable institutions to adapt dynamically, ensuring global 

competitiveness and institutional sustainability. Iran's governance model requires 

urgent reform to address its systemic challenges. Enhancing financial independence, 

revising member selection processes, and establishing specialized oversight can 

empower Boards of Trustees. By integrating global best practices while respecting 

national contexts, Iran can transition from centralized control to a participatory, 

efficient governance model. Such reforms are essential for aligning Iran's 

universities with international standards, fostering academic excellence, and 

contributing to national development. 
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1. Gelmini Act 2010 (Legge Gelmini) – Enacted in 2010   
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F. International Laws 
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