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Abstract 

Undoubtedly, one of the most important organizations and associations for women 

during the Pahlavi II era was the Iranian Women's Organization, established in 1966. 

According to its charter, the aim of this organization was to enhance the cultural, 

social, and economic knowledge of Iranian women and to increase their awareness 

of their rights within the family, as well as their freedoms and responsibilities in 

social and economic life. In addition to establishing the organization in Tehran, 

various branches of the Iranian Women's Organization were formed in provincial 

centers and cities. The main activities and emphasis of the Iranian Women's 

Organization included the establishment of women’s guidance centers in different 

areas to address family, legal, and health issues, the formation of educational 

courses and vocational classes, as well as literacy campaigns and the implementation 

of national initiatives to elevate the status of women, ensure equal rights, and 

promote women’s participation in growth and development. This research employs a 

descriptive-analytical method and examines the challenges faced by family welfare 

centers. The sources used include reputable books and scientific articles, as well as 

governmental documents and official reports from related organizations such as the 

Iranian Women's Organization. The findings of the study indicate that although 

family welfare centers were established with positive goals, they encountered 
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numerous challenges in practice that hindered the realization of their objectives. Key 

obstacles included budget shortages, lack of specialized personnel, limited access to 

centers, reliance on volunteers, negative public perceptions, and dependence on the 

Rastakhiz Party. Insufficient funding for essential services and the inability to attract 

specialized staff also led to a decline in service quality and dissatisfaction 

among clients. 

Keywords: Iranian Women's Organization, Fight Against Illiteracy, Family Welfare, 

Social Work. 
 

Introduction 

During the second Pahlavi era, the Women's Organization of Iran was established 

with the primary objective of empowering and educating women in the country. It 

aimed to enhance their cultural, social, and economic knowledge, as well as raise 

awareness about their rights within the family and their roles in society. However, as 

time passed, the organization underwent a transformation and became a state-

controlled institution with totalitarian tendencies. It sought to dissolve independent 

women's institutions and assimilate them into its own structure.Despite this 

transformation, the Women's Organization of Iran expanded its reach beyond Tehran 

by establishing branches in provinces and cities. These branches were crucial in 

establishing direct communication with women across the country and providing 

them with various services. One notable initiative undertaken by the organization 

during this period was the establishment of family welfare centers.The family 

welfare centers aimed to address the needs and challenges faced by families, 

particularly women, in areas such as family counseling, legal assistance, family 

planning, and family health. These centers played a significant role in improving the 

overall well-being and quality of life for families in Iran.It is important to note that 

while the Women's Organization of Iran initially had noble objectives, its 

transformation into a state-controlled institution raises questions about its 

effectiveness and independence in advocating for women's rights. The rejection of 

integration requests from other women's organizations, such as the Women Lawyers' 

Union, further highlights the centralized and authoritarian nature of the Women's 

Organization during this period 
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Materials & Methods 

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method. The article begins by 

providing a description of the main objective of establishing the Women's 

Organization of Iran, its historical background, and the changes that occurred within 

the organization over time. It then offers a detailed explanation of the family welfare 

centers and their various units. The results are obtained through an analysis of the 

performance and activities of the family welfare centers during the second Pahlavi 

era. The descriptive aspect of the research involves providing a comprehensive 

overview of the Women's Organization of Iran and its evolution, while the analytical 

aspect involves examining the effectiveness and impact of the family welfare centers 

in addressing the needs of women and families in Iran. Data for the analysis are 

collected from various sources, including official documents, reports, and scholarly 

articles. The findings of the research shed light on the role and significance of the 

Women's Organization of Iran and its family welfare centers in promoting the well-

being and empowerment of women during the second Pahlavi era. 
 

Discussion & Result 

 The establishment of family welfare centers within the Women's Organization of 

Iran during the second Pahlavi era served multiple purposes. Firstly, these centers 

aimed to provide social education to individuals and families, with a particular focus 

on women. By offering services such as family counseling, legal assistance, family 

planning, and family health, the centers sought to equip individuals with the 

necessary knowledge and skills to navigate various challenges within the family unit 

and society.One of the key objectives of the family welfare centers was to enhance 

women's awareness of their rights. By providing legal assistance and counseling 

services, the centers aimed to empower women and enable them to assert their rights 

within the family and society. This emphasis on women's rights aligns with the 

broader goals of the Women's Organization of Iran in promoting gender equality and 

women's empowerment.Additionally, the establishment of family welfare centers 

was also driven by the desire to align families with the country's economic progress. 

By offering services related to family planning and economic independence, the 

centers aimed to support families in achieving financial stability and contributing to 

the overall development of the nation.Overall, the discussion highlights that the 

family welfare centers within the Women's Organization of Iran played a crucial role 

in providing social education, promoting women's rights, and supporting families in 
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Iran. These centers served as important platforms for addressing various family-

related issues and empowering individuals to lead fulfilling and independent lives. 
 

Conclusion  

The research findings highlight that the Women's Organization of Iran, during the 

second Pahlavi era, played a significant role in promoting women's rights and 

empowering them. The organization focused on raising awareness among women 

about their rights and encouraging self-awareness and economic independence. The 

establishment of family welfare centers with diverse units was a key initiative 

undertaken by the Women's Organization to address the needs of families and 

improve their overall well-being.The family welfare centers provided a range of 

services aimed at supporting families, particularly women. These services included 

family counseling, legal assistance, family planning, and family health. By offering 

these services, the Women's Organization aimed to enhance the quality of life for 

families and contribute to their overall welfareThe research findings suggest that the 

family welfare centers operated under the umbrella of the Women's Organization 

and were instrumental in providing essential support and resources to women and 

families. These centers served as a platform for addressing various family-related 

issues and promoting the well-being of individuals within the family unit.Overall, 

the findings indicate that the Women's Organization of Iran, through the 

establishment of family welfare centers, made significant efforts to improve the lives 

of women and families during the second Pahlavi era. These initiatives aimed to 

empower women, enhance their knowledge and skills, and provide them with the 

necessary support to navigate various challenges within the family and society. 
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