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Abstract

This article analyzes Chinua Achebe's trilogy through the theoretical frameworks of
Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, Gayatri Spivak, and Frantz Fanon. The study examines
themes such as identity, resistance, and cultural encounters, exploring the interaction
between colonial and indigenous discourses. Findings reveal that Achebe employs
indigenous elements like language, mythology, and narrative to depict the
psychological and social consequences of colonialism while creating liminal spaces
to rethink hybrid identities. The analysis, grounded in postcolonial theories,
highlights the complexity of hybrid identity formation, the impact of colonial
discourses on socio-psychological dynamics, and the representation of subaltern
voices. By providing a comprehensive perspective on Achebe's works, this article

contributes to the expansion of comparative and postcolonial literary studies.

Keywords: Chinua Achebe, Postcolonialism, Cultural Identity, Resistance, Colonial

Discourse.

Introduction

This article explores Chinua Achebe's trilogy through the lens of postcolonial
theories articulated by Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, Gayatri Spivak, and Frantz
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Fanon. Achebe, a pivotal figure in postcolonial literature, addresses themes
of identity, resistance, and cultural encounters, emphasizing the interplay between

colonial and indigenous discourses and their effects on African social structures.

Materials & Methods

The analysis employs a theoretical framework grounded in postcolonial studies,
focusing on the following key concepts:

- Othering: As introduced by Edward Said, this concept highlights how colonial
narratives depict indigenous cultures as inferior.

- Third Space and Hybridity: Homi Bhabha's ideas illustrate the complexities of

identity formation in colonial contexts.

- Subaltern Representation: Gayatri Spivak's work emphasizes the challenges
faced by marginalized voices in articulating their experiences.

- Psychological Effects of Colonialism: Frantz Fanon’s theories provide insight

into the alienation experienced by individuals under colonial rule.

Discussion & Results

Achebe's trilogy vividly illustrates the psychological and social ramifications of
colonialism. In "Things Fall Apart," the disruption caused by colonial forces is
exemplified through the arrival of missionaries and the destruction of traditional
symbols. This aligns with Said's notion of othering, where indigenous cultures are
portrayed as stagnant compared to Western civilization.Bhabha's concept of the
Third Space is embodied in Obi Okonkwo from"No Longer at Ease," who
experiences an identity crisis as he navigates between Western education and his
native culture. This liminal space leads to his social isolation, reflecting the
complexities of hybrid identities.Spivak's insights are evident in Achebe’s portrayal
of subaltern voices, particularly through female characters and oral traditions.
Despite marginalization, these voices challenge dominant narratives, demonstrating
resilience against oppressive structures.Fanon's analysis reveals how colonialism
fosters psychological alienation. Okonkwo’s tragic end symbolizes the collapse of
traditional identities under colonial pressures, reinforcing the destructive impact of
imperialism on indigenous cultures.
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Conclusion

Achebe's trilogy serves as a profound critique of colonial power dynamics, utilizing
language and cultural elements to reconstruct indigenous identities and amplify
subaltern voices. This study contributes to postcolonial literary discourse by
providing a nuanced understanding of how colonialism shapes cultural identity and

resistance strategies within African societies.
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