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Abstract

The current sociological research was carried out regarding three specific goals: firs, to
investigate the social contexts of the formation of privatization of education in Iran.
Second, to examine the social consequences of the development of private schools,
especially regarding the situation of the realization and development of educational and
social justice, and, third, to analyze and explain the strategies to face the privatization of
education in Iran. In order to achieve the aforementioned goals, this research has used
in-depth semi-structured interviews along with utilization of historical documents and
texts. And the data has been analyzed through historical texts and documents. The
findings of this study showed that the privatization of education in Iran was
reconstructed from different social contexts such as the post-war crisis, outsourcing and
laws. The consequences of this privatization can be analyzed in three levels of
inequality, classification and commodification of education. The participants of this
research indicated and argued two strategies in facing the privatization of education:
privatizing and making schools fair.
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It can be said that the arrival of the winds of modernity in Iran has set the first sparks of
a paradigm shift in the view of the educational structure. If we read the Qajar era as the
first encounters of the Iranian "May" with the structure of the West, we can analyze the
beginning of the genealogy of private schools and the reasons for its formation.
Privatization of the education system in Iran has a long history, and Iranian rulers have
continued this process since the Qajar period until now for several reasons. Historically,
most of the schools were private during the Qajar period, and the government did not
allocate funds to other schools, except for some schools, such as Dar al-Funun school,
Nizam school, and National school. In 1911, the National Assembly passed a law
according to which the Ministry of Education was obliged to establish six-grade
primary schools in some cities, and a certain amount of funding was also considered for
these schools, and due to this funding, half of the students should They paid tuition and
the other half had free education.

Following the process of privatization during the Pahlavi era, according to the
approved budget law of 1312, the government declared all primary schools free, but due
to the recession of the first and second decade of Hijri and economic problems,
according to the decree of June 9, 1335, it announced the conditions for the
establishment and creation of private schools. After the victory of the Islamic revolution
in 1957, private schools were dissolved, but in 1959, only private Islamic schools were
allowed to operate. In June 1367, the law on the establishment of private schools was
approved, it started with the establishment of eight educational units and by the end of
the academic year 75-76, the number of students reached 704. Historically, after the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, in 1958, private schools were closed in order to distribute
and develop educational facilities fairly. However, in 1967, the bill for the development
of private schools was approved in the parliament. The government supported the
participation of the private sector in education due to the government's financial
problems. Therefore, it is possible to think about the issue of whether the privatization
of education in Iran has resulted in the goals that have been pointed out and emphasized
in the constitution and the fundamental change document. And in this regard, the
privatization of education in Iran has been associated with what social consequences?
And finally, what can be the optimal strategy in facing the process of privatization of
education (non-government schools) in Iran?

Regarding the formation of private schools, two factors are important as key
elements, and the interviewees and historical trends consider these two elements as the

main factors in the formation of privatization contexts. First, the post-war financial
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crisis, and second, the idea of outsourcing government affairs due to economic
problems, have been two fundamental concepts in creating the idea of privatization in
Iran. In this sense, the idea of outsourcing has also become an important and basic
concept due to the chaotic economy after the war. It can be said that the government's
lack of financial well-being in economic terms, the lack of necessary budget and finally
the removal of subsidies forced the education system and the policy-makers of this field
to continue the education structures and compensate for the shortcomings of the
education system. Turn to outsourcing logic.

The consequences of these schools can be formulated at the level of class, inequality
and commodification of knowledge. Classification of schools is one of the important
and fundamental consequences in the educational structure and education system. It can
be explained that in the stratification of the society, the relations and relations of the
society are reduced to at least two classes from the biological point of view, and these
two classes line up against each other willingly or unwillingly. In this line-up,
components such as parent's occupation, family economy and material and even non-
material income as an influential object, show themselves in social fields. In the heart of
class relations, what shows itself and becomes a problematic issue is the idea of capital
reproduction, which can be analyzed both from an economic and a non-economic point
of view. The reproduction of capital in two cases, i.e. the tendency of material and
immaterial capital, will be inclined towards those who have more favorable economic
origins and relationships, and in this event, their children will be closer to a better
economic position due to the services of this class.

From the point of view of strategies, two ideas were proposed and formulated in
general. The first idea (privatizing the education system) that some of the audience
believed in this idea, in their arguments they introduced privatization as an inevitable
thing in the contemporary world. Their idea can be analyzed and interpreted in the way
that in the development process of Western societies, the idea of privatization and
entrusting the market, including the culture market to private institutions and
individuals, will provide and create the possibility of development, because according to
them, one of the secrets of development in the west, it is the privatization of economic
and market institutions. But we can talk about another approach in which non-
government schools are called a symbol of discrimination and injustice, and in the final
analysis, this approach was called making schools fair. The audience and those who
tend to criticize non-government schools believe that strict laws should be formulated in

the governments so that the possibility of the growth of these schools, which are a
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symbol of discrimination and injustice in the society, will be diminished. The
fundamental approach of the idea of nationalizing schools is based on the tradition of
government intervention in cultural matters. Although culture should grow
independently of the government, education is an area in which the lack of government
intervention will lead to differentiation and social distancing of students. It should be
analyzed in this way that the government should formulate the structures of schools in
an equal way from an economic point of view and treat all students equally. In such a
situation, the possibility of equal growth without rent and discrimination in the society
will be realized, and all children will have the possibility of healthy competition with

the same facilities and at the same level.
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