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Abstract

This article deals with the "problemization" of Iranian identity since the middle of the
12th century, which was started by intellectuals such as Akhundzadeh and Agha Khan
Kermani. Later, it entered the bio-politics of Iranians, and various ideas and institutions
were produced around the identity of Iranians, and it was put to a goal for thought and
politics. Based on this, the basic question of the current research will be why the
identity of Iranians became an problem? Considering this problematization, what
discursive and non-discursive changes occurred in the social and political relations of
Iranian identity? To answer this question, we use Michel Foucault's method of
genealogy and knowledge/power relations, and also considering the problematization of
the identity of Iranians, we examine the systems and power relations that were formed
around the identity of Iranians. The results of the present research are that from the
period of Malkam Khan and Agha Khan Kermani, the path of theorizing about progress
and development went towards identity, and after that, a set of discursive and non-
discursive procedures was formed, which brought the identity of Iranians into the game
of right and wrong.
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Introduction

The first production of knowledge about the identity of Iranians in the form of
historiography of nationalism and eternalist narrative was started by Mirza Fath-Ali
Akhundzadeh and Mirza Aqa Khan Kermani, and later this knowledge was turned into
an official ideology by the Pahlavi government. From this point of view, "identity of
Iranians", according to the concept of "problemization" in Michel Foucault's geneology,
from this historical period onward, the problem and attention of power relations and
relationships became. Based on this, different forces (discursive and non discursive
practices) existing in every historical period tried to exert power over the identity of
Iranians, which they did through various institutions, tools, techniques, tactics, and
discourses. In addition to this issue and considering the "contingency" of history from
Foucault's genealogy point of view, in different historical periods and lineages and with
the presence of new forces around the identity of Iranians, we witnessed the various
"constructions" of Iranian identity in this historical period.

Research Question And Hypothesis

According to the said material, the question that this research wants to answer is why
the identity of Iranians became an issue and what discursive and non-discursive changes
occurred in the social and political relations of Iranian identity due to this issue? The
hypothesis of this article is that, before Akhundzadeh and Kermani, the mainstream of
modernism emphasized the issue of technology and law and sought to reform the
government system; But according to the emergency situation of this historical period
(from the constitutional revolution to the coming to power of Reza Shah) and based on
the response to the specific needs of this historical period, such as ending the chaos and
lack of internal solidarity, ending threats and foreign presence, and failing to reach
Constitutional ideals formed a kind of formulation between discursive and non-
discursive elements and led the Iranian society towards a linguistic-racial identity
system. This problematization of the identity of Iranians has continued until now despite
the ups and downs, and the issue of Iran's progress and development is mostly tied to

the issue of identity.

Methodology

To answer this question, we use Michel Foucault's method of genealogy and
knowledge/power relations, and also considering the problematization of the identity of
Iranians, we examine the systems and power relations that were formed around the

identity of Iranians.
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Discussion and Conclusion

This article emphasizes that Malkom Khan and Akhundzadeh took the path of
theorizing about progress and development in the direction of identity. Based on this,
after them, a set of discursive or non-discursive procedures was formed, which brought
the identity of Iranians into the game of right and wrong and put it in the form of a goal
for thought and policy making. In every historical period, different groups and currents
tried to exercise power over the identity of Iranians through various institutions, tools,
techniques, tactics, and discourses. Meanwhile, in this process, various ideas and
institutions were produced around the identity of Iranians. This problematization
occurred in different forms: either in the form of Pahlavi antiquarian politics, in the
form of Islamic-Shia politics, in the form of Islamic thought to fight against the Shah's
rule, or in the form of a return to antiquarianism to fight against the Islamic Republic's
rule.

It's as if we gave in to this identity system and we still follow it to this day. Imperial,
Islamic, Marxist, antiquarian, etc. identification and identification has shown itself on
the political, social and cultural behavior of us Iranians in silent, revolutionary,
theoretical ways. From that date until today, although it was not common to be frank
about the identity of Iranians, today it is not so secret; The voice of the identity is used
without excessive cloying and things are used without veiling too much; Even though it
is against the will of the ruler and they shout it in street demonstrations. In order to get
rid of these identity systems and return to the basic principles of Iranian
constitutionalism, this research offers the following suggestions:

- Before we get involved in the vicious circle of pre-Islamic identity or post-Islamic
identity, or to throw away the Aryan flag or to support the Shia heritage of Iranian
identity, we must insist on the rule of law, limiting the power of rulers and the values of
freedom and equality.

- Since the identity of Iranians became a problem and was later chosen as the official
and basic ideology by different governments, and even identity resistances against those
ideologies occurred, we have less discussed how to live peacefully with different
identities of Iranians. Considering the linguistic, ethnic and racial identity diversity of
Iranians, there are various narratives of its past. To strengthen the unity between these
different identities, while maintaining this plurality and diversity, we must pay attention
to the political and civic forms of identity. In other words, instead of requiring living in
Iran to have a specific linguistic, religious or ethnic identity, we should move our
thinking to living in Iran, which belongs to all Iranians. While we must abandon the



VEOY Ol oY ylad VF Sl (Koo 5 oy anals \FF

fundamentalist and unified narrative of identity, we must make it clear to all Iranians
that those who live in Iran have the same destiny and their interests and desires can only
be found in a peaceful coexistence with goals such as the rule of law and Limiting rulers
is possible.
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